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              “Called and Sent to Share Christ’s Love” 

5th Sunday after Epiphany 
           February 5th, 2023 

 

Prelude                                                                                       Salt and Light                                          
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

Opening Song                                                                     Holy Spirit                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

Apostolic Greeting 
L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you.  
 
Opening Prayer 
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we 
ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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New Testament Lesson                                                                                                                 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 
Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously presents 
God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging ourselves and others in 
light of God’s revelation in the cross. 
 

 1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or 
wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And I came to you in 
weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of 
wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but 
on the power of God. 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed 
before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of 
God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one 
comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. [13And we speak of these things in 
words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual. 
14Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they are 
unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15Those who are spiritual discern all things, and 
they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 16“For who has known the mind of the Lord 
so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.] 
 

Gospel                                                                                                                                                                  Matthew 5:13-20 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, doing 
good works and keeping God’s commandments. 
 

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the 
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For 
truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until 
all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do 
the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 

A Message for Young People 
 

The Message                                                                     Salt and Light                              Pastor Violeta Del Aguila Siguenza 
 

Song of the Day                                                       Spirit of the Living God 
 

The Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He 
was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.   I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen 
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Prayers of the Church 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

After each petition: L: Lord in your mercy. All: Hear our prayer. 
 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified.Amen. 
 

Sharing The Peace                
L: The peace of the Lord be with you all.        C:   And also with you. 
[Please remain at your seat and greet others with a bow or wave.] 
 

The Offering                                                                      Give Thanks 
Offering Prayer 
Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.  
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving               
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P:    It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places 

                     give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

The Communion  
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 

his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

The Lord’s Prayer                     
 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

All are welcome to the Lord’s Table. As you come forward you will receive a portion of gluten-free unleavened bread 
from the pastor. You will then choose a cup of wine (white grape juice is in the center of the tray). Upon returning to 
your seat, you will place your empty cup in the basket. 
 

Invitation to Communion                                                                                                                                                     
Come and taste the joy of God! 
 

Communion Song                                              Great is Thy Faithfulness                                                                  
 

Prayer after Communion 
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 

Blessing 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, today and always.  Amen. 
 

Closing Song                                                 Blessed Be the Name of the Lord                                                    
 

The Dismissal:  Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. Thanks be to God. 
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QR Codes 
          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• We want you to know you are welcome. If this is your first time here, we want to help you get familiar with Gloria 

Dei. Please let us know if you have any questions. Join our email list on our website or in the book in the entryway. 

• Gloria Dei is part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org). We believe that God’s grace is given to 

all, regardless of color, age, marital status, gender identity, sexual identity, economic status, mental or physical 

health status, culture, or faith tradition. We strive to live up to the example of unconditional love and acceptance 

that Jesus has taught, and welcome all to join us.  

• Nourishing Vocation Project TODAY - Please join us at 11am following worship for Nourishing Vocation. This is 

about creating new hopes and dreams for Gloria Dei. God is calling us to a new thing. See you there! 

• “Love Notes” – Something fun and new for Valentine’s Day to encourage and affirm one another and raise a little 

money. Talk to Laura Grau if you are interested. 
 

• *Please keep these people in prayer: 

• We pray for Pastor Jamie Segaran Bruning who is under treatment for breast cancer 

• We pray for Shelly Woolwine having treatment for cancer 

• We pray for Steve Maziarz who has health issues 

• We pray for the family of Laura Grau’s niece Denise who passed away this past week 

• We pray for peace in the Ukraine 

• We pray for those experiencing loss, mental health issues, and ongoing health issues 

• We pray for all who are suffering the impact of COVID-19 

*“Ongoing” prayers will stay on the list for one month. If you’d like for it to stay longer, please submit a new prayer request 
and let pastor know. 

QR code for automated giving - You can also give by going to our website 

www.gloriadeigarland.org or by pressing the Shop Now button on our Facebook page. Of 

course, you can also send us a check at the address in the header on page 1. Thank you for 

your donation. 

 

QR code for submitting a prayer request - It does not matter whether you are a member 

of Gloria Dei, or just a visitor. You can also submit a request by going to 

https://gdlc.churchtrac.com/card/4 

 

http://www.gloriadeigarland.org/
https://gdlc.churchtrac.com/card/4

