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18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 27, 2026 

 

Prelude My Hope Is in You 
 

Welcome   
 

Confession and Forgiveness  

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing 

upon the earth. 

All:  Amen. 

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Compassionate God, 

All: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own 

hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine 

love to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.  

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

P: Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, 

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of 

grace. 

All: Amen. 
 

Opening Song Your Grace Is Enough 
 

Apostolic Greeting   

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.   All:  And also with you.  
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Opening Prayer  

P:  God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of sal-
vation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading:  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

The Explanation:  Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what 
their parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. 
God insistently invites people to turn and live. 
 

     1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used 
by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of 
the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die. 
  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from their 
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 
committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they 
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28 Because they 
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they 
shall surely live; they shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is 
unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says 
the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be 
your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against 
me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 
32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
Here ends the reading. 
 

Second Reading:  Philippians 2:1-13 

The Explanation:  As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very 
early Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the 
cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the 
foundation for Christian accord. 
 

[Paul writes] 1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better 
than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of 
others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
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6 who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be grasped, 
7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being 
found in appearance as a human, 
8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 
cross. 
9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above 
every other name, 
10 so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
 

 

  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence 
but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 
13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure.  Here ends the reading.  
 

Gospel:  Please stand if you are able Matthew 21:23-32 

The Explanation:  After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins 
teaching there. His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to 
be in charge of the temple. 
 

      23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did 
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with 
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe 
him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as 
a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither 
will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind 
and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, 
sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The 
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going 
into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  All: Thanks Be to God!  
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The Message                                   Pastor Jackie Linden-Schade 
 

Song of the Day God Is Here and We His People 
                      

The Apostle’s Creed   
L: Please stand if you are able. Let us profess our faith through the words of the Apostle’s 
Creed. 
 

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.   Amen  
 

Prayers of the Church  
L:  Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 
God hears us. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to the 
cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name difficult 
truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world through 
sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 

Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to use their 
authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of humility. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 

Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts with 
your forgiveness. Help all those in need especially Nancy, Carolyn, Jan, Tony, Arne, and 
Michael. We pray for our friends Iryna, Valeriia, Milena, and their families in Ukraine. 
Keep safe our military members serving in areas of conflict and support their families at 
home. Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to courageous 
learning and service in our community, especially in new or challenging places. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 

At this time, other intercessions may be offered either silently or aloud. 

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at rest. As 
we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks. Hear us, O God. Your 
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mercy is great. 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else 
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Sharing the Peace    

L: The peace of the Lord be with you all                  All: And also, with you.  

L: Share the peace as you feel comfortable. 
 

The Offering  

L: We’d like to thank you all for supporting the mission of Gloria Dei with your donations 

of both time and treasure. You may make financial donations at the plate in the back or 

using the QR code on the wall or in the bulletin, or by going to our website or Facebook 

page. Again, thank you for your support.    
 

Offering Song Amazing Grace How Silent the Sound 
 

Offering Prayer   Please stand if you are able 

P:  God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are 

from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our 

hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving                 

P: The Lord be with you.   All:  And also with you.  

P: Lift up your hearts.     All:  We lift them up to the Lord.   

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

All:  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  
 

The Communion  

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.”   
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
  

P: Let us pray the prayer our Father taught us: 
 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
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trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen  
 

 

P: All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Come forward and kneel, if able, at the rail. You 

will receive a portion of unleavened bread from me, or there is a gluten-free option if you 

ask, and then choose a cup of wine from the tray (white grape juice is in the center  

of the tray).  Leave the cup on the rail when you return to your seat.  

[Communion Assistant comes to altar and communes with pastor] 
 

Invitation to Communion   

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

Communion Song  Great Is Your Grace 
 

Post Communion Prayer Please stand if able 

P: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 

liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

Amen.  
 

Announcements   
 

Blessing Please stand if able 

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 

All:  Amen. 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding 

of the Spirit.  

All:  Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

All:  Amen. 
 

Closing Song Today Is the Day 
 

The Dismissal 

All: We are called and sent to share Christ’s love.    

L:  Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace! 

All:  Thanks be to God.  
 

Thank you for worshipping with us today 

We want you to know you are welcome. If this is your first time here, we want to help you get 
familiar with Gloria Dei. Please let us know if you have any questions. Join our email list on our 
website or in the book in the entryway. 
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Gloria Dei is part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org). We believe that 
God’s grace is given to all, regardless of color, age, marital status, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, economic status, mental or physical health status, culture, or faith tradition. We 
strive to live up to the example of unconditional love and acceptance that Jesus has taught, and 
welcome all to join us.  
 

Quilt Raffle—Gloria Dei Lutheran Church will be raffling off the lovely quilt that has been 
hanging in the Narthex to raise money for the AC replacement in Johnson Hall. Tickets are $5 
each or 5 for $20 and will be for sale in the Narthex before and after service until October 25. 
The drawing will be held after service on October 25. You do not need to be present to win. 
 

LOGOS Roll Out—If anyone in attendance has not received an invitation to join the LOGOS app, 
or is having difficulty navigating the sign-up procedure, please contact Steve Maziarz at 
maz@mazmatic.com . 

Learning Opportunity—The Good and Beautiful God 
Nona is leading a discussion of the book The Good and Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith 
which provides a structured path for Christian discipleship, helping readers grow in faith, com-
munity, and spiritual maturity.  You do not have to read the chapter to get something from this 
study (there is always lively discussion). 
 September 27 Chapter 3  God is Trustworthy 

October 11  Chapter 4  God is Generous 
 

Sneaking Peeks at Scripture – A weekly Bible study every Wednesday,12:00 noon at Gloria Dei 
or on Zoom.  We will be studying the scriptures for the upcoming Sunday. For more information 
you may email or call Spencer Dawkins at spencerdoinggood@gmail.com, 214-755-3870.  

Crafting Group – Join us the first Thursday of every month from 6:00-8:00 PM, in the conference 
room!  Our next gathering is October 1.  Bring any kind of craft you enjoy and join us for snacks, 
chatting, and laughter!  Or just join us for the fellowship! No crafting required.  

Pet Blessing Worship Service—On Sunday October 4, join us for a joyful outdoor worship 
service celebrating the animals who bless our lives. Bring your beloved pets—furry, feathered, 
or scaled—for a special blessing during worship. For everyone’s safety, pets must be on a leash 
or appropriately contained. If you pet does not like being in crowds, pictures of your pet can also 
be blessed. 

Praying in Color—An Educational Opportunity Monthly on First Sundays 
After worship on October 4, Pastor Suzanne will discuss the book Praying in Color: Drawing a 
New Path to God by Sybil MacBeth. Praying in Color® present a focus on prayer in life situations 
with creativity and praying with more than words. Supplies provided or bring your own sketch-
book. 
Temples In Training – Or you can join some of us 1st Sundays of the month after worship, next 
is October 4, for a light physical workout to refresh the body after refreshing the spirit. Feel free 
to wear your comfortable workout clothes to worship.  

 

mailto:maz@mazmatic.com
mailto:spencerdoinggood@gmail.com
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Good Samaritans of Garland Ghost Tour—Thursday October 22, 5:30-8 pm.           Attendees 
will stroll through Downtown Garland while hearing chilling tales of haunted happenings, leg-
endary local stories, and hidden secrets from Garland’s past. Along the way, you’ll experience a 
mix of history, folklore, and fun surprises that bring the downtown streets to life after dark. Tick-
ets are $33.85 and can be gotten at the following link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/good-sa-
maritans-of-garland-ghost-tour-2026-tickets-2000272946228?aff=ebdssbdestsearch  
 
 

Prayers and Praise  

Please keep these people in prayer:   
• The family and friends of Lois’ granddaughter Chelsea following her sudden death  
• Lynn asks us to pray for Kay, Rocky, Ben, Kelly, Cliff, Michael, Gary and Ron 
• Linda’s sister Nancy, who needs some care after taking care of others 
• Carolyn Eads, coping with several health issues 
• Stacy, who has many people in her life right now living with cancer, fighting cancer, or 

who have lost their lives to cancer 
• Teresa Fellman’s cousin Jan, who is undergoing chemotherapy for cancer 
• Linda’s brother Tony, who is in cancer treatment   
• Linda’s dad Arne, who has ongoing health issues  
• Michael McClung, still coping with multiple health issues 
• Spencer’s friends in the Ukraine: Iryna, Valeriia, Milena, and their families 
• Laura Grau’s niece Sydney, a USAF nurse care-flighting injured soldiers to safety in the 

Middle East, and the less-than-1-year old daughter missing her while she is deployed 

 

 
 

 

  

   

 

 
 

 

 

QR Code for automated giving – You can also give by going to our website 

www.gloriadeigarland.org or by pressing the Shop Now button on our Facebook page. Of 

course, you can also send us a check at the address in the header on page one. There is also a 

plate in the back of the sanctuary. 

QR Code for submitting a prayer request – It does not matter whether you are a member 

of Gloria Dei, or a visitor. You can submit a prayer request by clicking on the QR Code here 

or by going to gloriadeigarland.org/request-prayer. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/good-samaritans-of-garland-ghost-tour-2026-tickets-2000272946228?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/good-samaritans-of-garland-ghost-tour-2026-tickets-2000272946228?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

